Most eriminals aren’t known for their smarts. They’re certainly no match for
Bond, John Bond. The head of forensics at the Northamptonshire Police in the
UK has found anew way to reveal fingerprints on shells left behind after a shoot-
ing. His work builds on the recent discovery that the extreme heat released
when firing a gun causes salt from finger sweat to slightly corrode the casing.
Aswe’ve learned from CST, fingerprint experts typically coat casings in vapor-
ized superglue to turn the prints white, but that works only if the sweat hasn’t
dissipated. Bond realized that by applying electricity instead of glue, prints can be detected years
after a bullet is fired. He has already helped the police in Kingsland, Georgia, identify prints on
four shells from a 1999 crime scene, and he’s working on others. Here’s how it’s done. —ERIN BIBA
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* Sound Blast
n. A supersize
sound hite, blasted
over the Internet
by a tech-savvy
politician. Barack
Obama’s campaign
speeches, uploaded
onto YauTube and
viewed by millions,
have defined the
form. The average
sound biteis10.3
seconds; a typical
sound biast is 10
minutes or more.

¥ Frolleague
n. Awork colleague
friended on a social
netwarking site and
thus granted access
ta personatinfor-
mation, from biog
entries to stag party
pics, that may he
perceived as less
than professional—
or even {if the frot-
jeague happens ta
be a frupervisar)
grounds for dis-
missal.

»0cean Deserts
n. pl. Desolate zones
in the world’s seas.
These regions arg
expanding with
global warming,
which has dampened
the circulation of
marine nutrients and
jowered the concen-
tration of oxygen to
such an extent that
some 20 percent of
Earth’s oceans are
now maribund,

= Twiller
n. Athritler com-
posed and published
entirely on Twitter.
At 140 characters
per instaliment,
these works of seriat
fiction are the micro~
blogger's answer ta
the cell phone novsl,
apopulargenrein
text-happy Japan.
~—dJanathon Keats
(Jargon@wired.com)
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